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DEAR READER, 
HE Reaſons wherefore I publiſh the Things hereafter 


bring them ) may ſee and hear what Gop hath done for 
my Soul; and more eſpecially I have hoped that thoſe 
evho have followed after Righteouſneſ by Works (as. I did) 
and are ready to faint, may be encouraged by my Example to 
Book only to the free Mercies of Gob in the Wounds and Blood of 
Jesus CurisT, and find Peace. 

My Eyes are now open to ſee how naturally Men ſeem to be- 
Tieve they muſt prepare themſelves to come to CHRIST, and to 
heal ¶ as it were) themſelves, and then to come to the Phyſici- 
an; not knowing that our Saviour wants no better Prepara- 
tion than for us to know we are Poor, and Miſerable, and 
Blind, and Naked, and without him can do nothing, but muſt 
periſh. "Tis becauſe I ſee this (and find it wrong, that any 
Should think, as I have ſaid) that 1 have here written mine 
Experience. O that our dear LoRD Jesus may Bleſs it as 
a Means of bringing others, who are labouring in the Fire, to 
come as they are, to IEsus, who (1 knew) will heal all wwho 
come, of whatſcever Diſeaſe they have. | 

"Tis true, our Saviour is talk'd of very often in our Texvns, 
and the Preachers and the People mention his Name often, and 
ere call d by his Name, and do yet err in looking upon JESUs only 
as a Laxww-giver, ſuch an one as was Moſes: who taught the 


Iraelites, Do this and live. The Generality of Mankind do in- 
dted believe that Jesus Cuxis r did die for us, but yet think we 


have 


ewritten, are that all Mex (to whom the Lord ſhall 
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have alſo urs tubat to do; thus making bis Offering not ſuffei- * 
ent without atm [Works join d thereto, They think wwe ought to 
faſt and pray, and repent, and make hood Reſolutions, and give 
lms, and keep the Commanaments that wwe may be good, or 
5 righteous : And if when we come to die wwe have not done 
| enough, abe are to look to CHR1ST to make up what is deficient, 
1 or wanting in us. This, I ſay, is the common Opinion the 
World has receiv'd concerning the Lamb of God ; and thus 
many preach, not knowing the Scriptures nor the Power of 
God: Thus it is that many poor Souls are taught to build on 
Sand, and when the Day of Trial comes, too late they ſee their 
Error. 

If wwe believe thus, ſurely we foe plain we are ignorant of 
thoſe Scriptures which prove Man's Works don't make him good, 
but that it is the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST imputed to him, as it 
is written, our Righteouſneſs is as filthy Rags. And again, 
To him that worketh not but believeth on Gop which juſti- 

= fieth the Ungodly, his Faith is counted to him for Righte- 
11 ouſneſs: But i cur Works cou'd make us righteous, avhat wwas 
r the Lamb ſlain for? Why did he die, if we could ſave our- 
7 pſelwes? Or hiw are Infants Javed? Or Men repenting on a 
7 Death-Bed, after the manner of the penitent Thief ? We may 
g not ſay they are ſaved becauſe they were not Sinners, for all 
have ſinned, and come ſhort of the Glory of God. We may 
not call even Infants Innocent becauſe they avere conceiv'd in 
Sin, and born in Iniguity. Neither may we ſay, becauſe of 
Repentance dying Men are ſav'd, for then wwe make Repentance 
a Saviour. And we know the Scripture ſaith, I am the Saviour 
ſaith the Loxp, and there is none elſe. And again, There 
is none other Name given under Heaven whereby Men may 
be ſaved, but the Name of Jesus CHRIST. What then muſ? 
ve ſay of the Saluation of Infants, the penitent Thief, and 
others who believe on a Death-bed? why we muſt own the 
Lord ſaved them freely, not for their Works, but for bis own 
Name's ſake. Becauſe it pleaſed the Father to love them, and 
becauſe JEsUs died for them, therefore are they and all ſaved, 
who are ſaved. 

1f we were brought to a fand, not knewing which to be- 
lieve, whether Salvation by Works, or by a living Faith only 
in the Blood of the Lamb, would not even the Songs of the 
bleed Spirits that are ſaved be enough to convince us ? 
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Do not all in Heaven renounce their ovon Righteouſneſs, and 
forbear to mention any thing they have done, and caſt even the 
Crowns which the Lag gave them, down to the Ground, 
ſaying, worthy is the Lamb to receive Honour and Bleſſing, 
who has redeemed us by his own Blood out of every Nation 
and Kindred and People? And in another place ſpeaking of 
their Triumphs, is it not thus wwritten ® They overcam@him, 
i, e. the Devil, by the Blood of the Lamb? Alſo in theHe- 
brews the Apoſtle ſpake of Ixs us, ſaying, He by Himſelf hav- 
ing purged our Sins, for ever fat down at the Right-hand of 
the Majeſty of Gop. That Word by Himſelf, proves none 
other did or can help in our Salvation. | 

When Gov gave the Law of Works, or Commandments by 
Moſes, He did not give them that Men might be ſaved by keep- 
ing the Commandments, for he before knew that Man was fo 
Var degenerated und gone from his original Purity and Strength, 
that he could not keep one of all the Commandments perfectly. 
What! ay ſome, Did then Gov give the Law to mock his 
Creatures? bid them do, what he knew they could not, 
- that he might take Pleaſure in their fruitleſs Labours ? To 
this I anſwer, No: But out of Love to Men Gop gave the 
Law, that it 71 convince them of Sin; for he ſaid in 
giving of it, Curſed is every one that continueth not in all 
Things of the Law to do them. Now when theſe Words are 
applied to any Man's Heart, he ſees he is accurſed, knowing he 
| hath not continued in all things of the Law to ds them; then is 
he awaken'd to ſee what a State heis in, and thus the Law be- 
comes a School-maſter to bring him to Car1sT, that he 
find Righteouſneſs in him, and eſcape the juſt Condemnation paſs d 

on him for Sin. 

Till by the Law the Sinner ſeeth he deſerves to be damn d, he 
cannot come to CHRIST 3 but when he hears, if a Man keep 
the whole Law, and yet offend in one Point, he is guilty of 
all, then is he convinced of Sin, and groans under the Weig ht of 
it, and is heavy laden, and then is he invited to come to 
CHRrisT, then CHRIST makes himſclf known to him, and ſhews 
the poor Soul there is now no Condemnation to him becauſe 
he is in Cnalsr Jesus; ) 7s the End of the Law for 
Righteouſneſs to every one that believeth. | 

ofvever is taught by the Law that he is accurſed, or under 
the Curſe, and looks to IEsus as poor, and loft, &c.. he fhall 
not periſh, he ſhall be ſaved. For this End Cnkisr came, 


even, 


The PREFACE. v 


even, to ſeek and fave the loſt, and to call (net the Rigbteous) 
but Sinners to Repentance. 

When our Saviour ſaw the Fall, and how no Man could 
turn to Gob, or make Gop Amends, or himſelf righteous, then 
faid he to his Father, Lo! I come: He then put on a Body 
of Fleſh (in the Fulneſs of Time) like unto us, that in that 
Body he might bear the Sins of the World, and make an Atone- 
ment, and Satisfaction for the People's Tranſgreſſions : And 


= alſo was obedient in all Things to the Law, that having 
ma wrought out thereby a perfect Righteouſneſs, he might impute it 
to all his Seed, 1. e. to all who believe on his Name, And 


that the Children redeem'd thus by the Blood and Croſs of the 
Lorp Jesus may know what he has done for them, he gives 
them the Holy Ghoſt the Comporter ; wwho is a Witneſs to them 
ewith their Spirit that God is become their Salvation. I is 
this Spirit that firſt teaches us to truſt only to the Merits and 
free Mercy of the Lorp Jesus, and to come to him for Pardon. 
Alſo it is by his Grace given to us that we can ſay, In the 


Lozp have I Righteouſneſs. And this is the Privilege of 


every Believer, to KNow in whom he has believed, and te 
have Fellowſhip with Gop and with our Saviour JESUS 
CuHrIsT, and to be perſuaded of his being reconciled to the Fa- 
ther thro the Croſs of JesUs and by his precious Blaad. Of 


this I am aſſured, that CaR1sT is made to me of GOD Righte- - 


ouſneſs ; and of this I teſtify boldly, that if any are convinced 
of the Inſufficiency and Imperfection of their own Righteouſneſs, 
and wait at the Mercy-ſeat under a due Senſe of their deſerving 


Hell, to them ſhall the Righteouſneſs of ] xsus be imputed, and 


in that Clothing ſhall they attend the Marriage Supper of the 
Lamb. This, the Righteouſneſs of CuRIsT is the Wedding - 
garment, the white Robe down to the Foot. The Holy Ghoſt 
ſaith down to the Foot, to ſignify that there ſhould no room be 
teft to add any Righteouſneſs of their own to it, it being altoge- 
ther perfect and ſuch as pleaſes God; and without which no 
Man can be ſaved. 

J have thus written that all who are deſirous to be happy 
may know that the Door, and the I ay to the Kingdom of Hea- 
Ven is CHRIST ALONE, and thro' His GRACE ONLY can any 


find Forgiveneſs of Sins. All I aim to do in this(if our Savi- 


our will permit me to be as a Means) is to convince my poor 


Brethren they muſt come to the Lord as they are, and be made 
ckan and holy, and good only in our Lok D Jesvs CHRIST. 
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TIF any ſhall read this who are in manifold Temptations, and 
Afiftions, I hope our Saviour will bleſs it to them by encou-+ 
raging them to come and wait for the ſame happy Deliverance 
wwherewith he has deliver" d me, and made me to glory in him. 
Alſo if any ſhould read this who have taſted of the Love of 
God, and don't find their Experience like mine in all Things, 
let them not therefore doubt or be afraid, but believe the Dif- 
ference may be only in Words, and that the ſame Work is upon 
them alſo. The Language of Canaan cannot be truly tranſlated 
into any, even the moſt pure Tongue. Happy are they who 
have learned of the Father, and have been taught of God, 
tho" to the World they can only ſay, I am my Beloved's, and 
my Beloved is mine. Communion with GoD cannot be de- 
ſcrib'd neither by Angels, nor Men, it is what none know but 
them who have received it. ; | 
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Written by Himſelf, for their Sakes who 
follow the LAMzB. 
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O come hither and hearken all ye that fear GOD, 
and TI will tell you what he has done for my Soul. 


a. | 3 
The SzkcoNp EDITION, 
88425 [ 3 - — * PL 
”= * | 
2 RITISTO Z. 0 


Printed for the AuTnor; and ſold by Fe Lewis, 
in Bartholomew - Cloſe ; Mr. Hutton, in Little 
Wild Street, and at the "Tabernacle, London. 


M. D. CC. XL. 


ve! 


A SS. r 
F = SY — WP 
_— 


- v J 
. 
* 
* 2 | ; 
- p ' 5. 
* f 3 
F * * 
r 1 
* 
8 15330 
* * 
9 * 
g * 7 
* 
- 
* 
1 
, 
4 | 
U 
_ * 
« [ 
* | 
A ” 
LEY 
. 
— | 


Grand- father and 6 
mother Cennich, were once 
very great Traders in the 
Clothier's Way: But when 
S George Fox and Will. Penn 
began preaching, they became Quakers, and 

in the Days of Oliver Cromwell, and in part 
of King Charles's Reign they ſuffer'd the 
Loſs of all Things, and were impriſon'd in 
Reading Goal, and (I have heard my Mo- 
ther ſay) were ſo far reduced, that my 
Grand-mother knit, or wove half-penny 
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Laces for her Living, in the Priſon; in ſe- 
veral * Books publiſh'd by the Quakers of 
their Sufferings, mention is made of them: 

But my Father, after he was married to my 
Mother, was baptiz d into the Church of 
England And in that Church was brought 
up, and from my Infancy carefully inſtruct- 
ed by my Mother in the Principles of Re- 
ligion; who alſo kept me ſtrict to Church, 
and taught me Prayer Morning and Evening, 
and would not fuffer me to play on the 
Lokp's Day, but confin'd me to read, or ſay 
Hymns all Day long with my Siſters. This 
then I counted the worſt of Bondage, and 
indeed Cruelty. So very prone was Ito be 
diſobedient and wicked, even when fo young; 
I then envy'd other Children who were not x 
reſtrain'd as I was, and hoped as I grew up to 
get their Liberty. When I was very young 
indeed, I remember my Mother led me to 
ſee an Aunt of hers who was then on her i 
Death-bed. I came firſt into the Room 
where ſhe lay and heard her faying to the 
Maid who attended her, Mary, I have ſome- 
what to ſay to you, it may be you will think | 
it A Lie, but indeed it is Truth. This Night | 
tbo Lord flood by me, and invited me to Bonk 
of the Fountain of Life freely, and 1 ſhall 


| * Perſecution in its open Face, &c. printed 1667.— Al in 
an Abfira of the Sufferings of the People called Quakers, &c. 
agent in the Year 1738. Vol. II. p. 13. 

ſtand 
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Hand before the Lord bold as a Lion. I found 


wo. as ſhe ſpake theſe Words with uncommon 
dem: © Chearfulneſs, my Blood chill'd in my Veins! 
my and I was ſtruck to the Heart! I was ſet upon 


h of praying immediately that before I died I 
might know (as I thought my Aunt did) that 
1&4. I ſhould go to Heaven, Soon after my Mo- 
Re. ther came into the Room, and hearing the 


rch, © dying Woman ſhout for Joy, and cry out in 
ing, | ſuch Aſſurance of Faith, ſhe drew near, and 

the faid with Tears, Poor Soul! My Aunt ſcarce 
- ſay heard her ſpeak but ſhe cried out, ho dares 


rh call me I am rich in CuRisT! I have 
£4 got Ces J am rich! and after this 
be Manner ſhe rejoic'd till we left her. The 
ne: Words ſhe utter'd indeed pierc'd my Soul, 
ſo that I could not reſt Day nor Night, bu 
= was wiſhing continually after (If I thought 
of Death, or Sickneſs) O that I may be aſſu- 
red of Heaven before I die, and began to fear 
to die greatly. Theſe were the moſt early 
om Convictions I can remember; nor do I know 
the any Time between Whiles till my Converſion,, 
when I did not meditate on my Aunt's laſt 
in} > Words; for it was not long after I had ſeen 
her that ſhe ſlept in the Boſom of the Lamb. 
2% Now, altho' at times I was inclin'd to be 
5% ſerious, dutiful, &c. till I was about twelve 
or fourteen Years old, I lived (as other young 
o in W Children) fond of Play, of fine Cloaths, 
ce. and of Praiſe, but afraid to ſwear, or to take 
God's Name in vain. 3 
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II. My natural Temper was to be obſti- 
nate, and my Lips were full of Lies conti- 
nually, nor could any one be more furious 
when provok'd or anger'd, but after my 
Paſſion was over, I commonly dreaded to go 
to Bed, leſt I ſhould drop into Hell before 
Morning. Nor did I dare to ſleep till I had 
ſaid my Prayers, and promis'd Gop how 2: 
good I would be the next Day. And this 
was alſo my Way of buying Pardon from 
Gop, when I had ſinned in any groſs Way, 
as by Lying, Sabbath- breaking, Stealing 


from my School- Fellows or Diſobedience ta 


my Parents; being often mindful of thoſe | 
Words, The Eye that mocketh at his Father, 


and deſpiſeth to obey his Mother, the Ravens 


of the Valley ſhall pick it out, and the young | 
Eagles ſhall eat it. 
III. As I was taught ſo I kept conſtant to 

daily Prayers at St. Laurence's Church in 
Reading (the Town of my Nativity) till I 
was about 13. I went to London with an 
Intent to be there apprenticed to ſome Trade, 
but being diſappointed, I returned with my 
Mother, and ſoon after hearing of another 
Place I went again 8 Times, but ſtill with- 
out Effect; not being permitted by divine 
Providence to agree'with any, tho' my Will 
was much then to be in the World, promi- 
ſing. myſelf great Peace, and many Enjoy- 
ments, when I ſhould come to be my own 

. Maſter, 


®. 
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oſti- EMaſter, I was, at laſt, on Trial with a 
nti- © Carpenter; but when the Time was come I 
ious Mſhould be bound, ſome Objections were 


my made by my Maſter, who thought me too 
> go young, and choſe to ſtay till the other Ap- 
fore Mprentices were out of their Time: Thus was 


I unſettled again, GOD having provided 
ww Rome better Thing for me. 
this IV. When J came to be near fifteen I 
began to be very uneaſy for want of Em- 
ployment, and ſtrove to find out a Buſineſs 
g n which I might work at Home, and eaſe 
myſelf of fo many fruitleſs Journeys. I be- 
ſe gan to learn two or three Trades, and long'd 
ber, to get Money, that I might have wherewith 
ens to give to the Poor, and do as I pleas'd. I 
ung thought how religious, how thankful, and 
Charitable 1 would then be; yea, and was ſo 
perſuaded I ſhould be rich, that I made a 
Promiſe, and wrote it down, To build a Cha- 
peel, and erect a more ſtridt Order in the 
Cburch, wherein People ſhould faſt duly ac- 
de, cording to the Rubrick, and ſet up all Night 
my * Prayer, and go plain in Apparel; but 
hen I had learnt the Art of Buying and Sel- 
ling, and laid out much Money, my Heart 
failed fo that I could not conſent to ſet up a 
Publick Shop, tho' my Mother had built one 
mi- for me; no One can imagine the Fear that 
dy- came upon me when I thought of it, I tho't 
if none ſhould buy of me I ſhould be ſtarved; 
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or obliged to run away by Night, and periſh | 
in Solitude, Thus reſtrain'd, I work'd pri- | 
vately, and contented m yſclf with getting | 
juſt enough for Food and Ramone, and yet | 
keeping more and more to Duties at Church 
and in the Cloſet, I faid in my Heart, Here 
T ſhall be happy. 

V. From about fifteen I took Delight to 
ſee, and read Plays, and to look into Hüls. | 
ries, and Romances. And ſurely had it been 
in my Power, Plays would hw had all my 
Time; and! had forgot Jesvs and Everlaſt- | 
ing Ages: But being prevented for want of 
Money, I delighted myſelf in reading them, 
in ſinging Songs, talking of the Heathen Geds, 
of the Wars of the Jeu and Greeks, of ＋. ; 
lexander the Great, and in the curſed Deluſi- 
on of Card-playing, i in ſeeing 67ghts, in Hor /e- | 
Races, in Dancing- Aſſemblies, Revelling and 
| Walking with young Company Thus loving | 
Ungodlineſs more than Goodneſs, and to talk 
of Lies more than Righteouſneſs. 0 

VI. After this Way I ſpent my Life till” 
Eaſter (I believe 173 5.) when as I was walk- 
ing haſtily in Cheap/ide in London, the Hand 
of the Lokp touched me ! I felt at once an 
uncommon Fear and Dejection, and tho! all 
my. Days ſince I could remember, had been 
bitter through the Strength of Convictions, 
and the Fear of going to Hell; yet L knew 
not any Weight before like chis. At firlt 1 
thought 
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Tiſh Shought it might be owing to my miſſing the 
Er- ¶ Lord s- Supper on Eaſter-Day; which I had 


ting Hone, becauſe I had not Opportunity to faſt 
n the Paſſion-Week as I would (being at my 
arch rother's Houſe, where I thought 1 ſhould 
pe laugh'd at for it;) and I did not dare to 
Fommunicate unprepar'd and without the 
fedding-Garment. a 
VII. I continu'd dull and thoughtful all 

he Time I was in Town, nor would $:ghts 
Ind Songs divert my Trouble. I then thought 
It might be the thick, unhealthy Air makes 
me out of Order, and by going into the Coun- 
em, ry I ſhall be well; but ſuch a Journey did I 
70ds, gever take before; no ſooner had I left the 


2 ity, but the Terrors of the Lord came about 
luſi- Ine, and the Pains of Hell took hold on me! 
2 Tho” the Sun ſhone beautifully, and the Day 


vas pleafant, it brought no Comfort to me. 
came to my Houſe heavy and diſconſolate, 
and would have pray'd but could not! My 
Grief was too great, and increaſed Night and 


till ay exceedingly ; I grew feeble and was ſore 
1 Jmitten, and rear'd for the very Diſquietneſs 
an 


my Heart ! 

VIII. I went on thus near a Year, hoping 
to get the Victory over it, tho' utterly igno- 
rant what my Diſtemper was; often Lookin 
back to my Innocent Life, and 1 
New way Gop had ſingled out me to make miſe- 
| rable : And when I found Freedom to pray, 


| I begg'd 
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I begg'd the Loxp to give me a Friend, who 
would join with me in Religion, that in his 
Company I might drive away my Grief, and 
go on my Way rejoictng. Not long after I con- 
tracted an Acquaintance with one who was 
ſerious, and in a ſhort Time with Another, 
whom ] ſoon loved better than the Firſt ; not 
for the Regard he had to Religion, but for 
his natural ſweet Diſpoſition, and merry Be- 
haviour. 4 

And now we were ſo pleas'd with each o- 
thers Company, that we were never ſo well 
as when we were together; eſpecially when 
the other went to Oxford; and I was general- 
ly eas'd from my Convictions all that While 
we were together: For ſo greatly did it diſ- 
pleaſe the Loxp, that he then withdrew his 
Hand, and for a While ert me alone. p 

IX. But it was not long before the Weight 
return'd, and whenever I was walking alone 
either in the Fields or Roads, every Thing 
appear'd fo ſtrange and wild, that I often re- 
ſolved not to look up; and wiſh'd to fly to 
ſome ſolitary Place, where I might dwell 
in a Cave, lying on the Leaves of Trees, and 
feeding on the natural Fruits of the Earth. 
Whoever I met I envy'd their Happineſs. | 
Whatever I heard griev'd me, and whatever | 
I faid or did fo troubled me, that I repented } 
that I ſtirr'd, or broke Silence. If F laugh'd 
at any Thing my Heart ſmote me immediate- 


ly; 


** 
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Who 7; and if the Occaſion was a fooliſh Jeſt or 
n his 4 ye, I thought alas! I help'd to ruin not on- 
and Wy my own Soul, but the Souls of others alſo; 


con. And ſuch Places of Scripture would come in 


PHI 4 ny Mind, Vo be to them that laugh now, 
ther or they ſhall mourn and weep. And . bout 
a not Fare Dogs, and who jo loveth, or maketh a Lie. 
for And 7. 2 they all may be damm d who take 


rat in Unri hteouſneſs. 
— KX. I left oi ſinging Songs, playing at 


dof E Cards, ſeeing Plays, and ſuch like; finding 
| [plainly they were Vanity of Vanities. And 


= indeed, when I looked into the World, all 
ral. | Things ſeemed to be unnatural and unplea- 
nile ſant, as if I had been baniſnh'd into a Foreign 


dic. Land; my own Town, Houſe, and Relati- 
his ons being all Strangers to me. Then I wiſhed 
= ſtrongly to get into a Romi/b Monaſtery, and 
icht to ſpend my Life in holy Retirement; but 
lone ; the want of Money for my Journey ſeem'd to 
ine prevent me from doing it. 
| Fay Xl. Often ſuch a Confuſion of Thought 
to came upon me in Bed, that I was forced to 


„el ) riſe, and walk about the Chamber. If I 
and Was up, I endeavoured to overcome it by 
rth. | Running, or Eating, or Talking ; and when 
ef;, all theſe fail'd, I t ought, Phyjick may do 
ver me good, And then I took Phyſick, but 
ted alas! the true Phyſician I knew not. When 
h'q between Whiles I was ſomewhat eafier, I be= . 
te- Zan to cry Peace to my Soul ;_ T have not been 


—— — — 
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fo very great a Sinner as ſuch an One, Soul 
7 5 Cheer. But my * {oonvreturn'd 
the more I try'd to quiet my accuſing 
Conſcience, the more it teſtify'd againſt me 
and my Sorrows were ſo multiply'd, that | 
was even buried in Affliction, : 
XII. All this while I had no Power ove* 
Sin, nor the leaſt Strength to reſiſt Temptati. 
ons, being carnal, and fold under Sin ; I 
conblated it continually, tho' not in the 
Eyes of the World. My chief Sins were 
Pride, Murmuring again Gop, Blaſphemy\ 
. Diſobedience, and Evil Concuprſcence ; ſome- 
times I ſtrove againſt them, but finding my-" 
ſelf always conquer'd, I concluded there Was 
.no' Help. Then was I weary of Life, and: 
often pray d that Gop, would hide me in the 
Grave; or at leaſt, ſuffer me to be mad, that 
I might not be ſenſible of my many Misfor- 
tunes. Sometimes a Spark of Fear and Hope, 
and Hell and Heaven, would ſo confuſedly 
come into my Mind, that I ſcarce oould for- 
bear Blaſpheming aloud; and if I ſtrove to 
pray, ſuch horrid Sentences againſt Gop 
came into my Mind, that inſtead of opening 
my Mouth I was fixing my Teeth together, 
leſt I ſhould utter them. Then the Temp- 
ter fo powerfully ſuggeſted, Gop looted 15 
the Heart, and not to the Words, that I more 
and more thought I was-predeſtinated to Mi- 
{cry everlaſting, Often too as I was . 
dun 
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don I found ſuch ſtrong Temptations to curſe 
urn'd and ſwear, that I have ſtood conſidering 
euſin whether I have not really ſpoken; and 1 
t me have expected every Moment to have the 
that Devil let looſe upon me, and to fall into all 


manner of Wickedneſs. 
XIII. When I was at Church I was ge- 


x over 

ptati-W nerally thinking how I ſhould in Time be 
in; rich, and what a ſtately Church I would 
1 the build; how the Pillars ſhould ſtand, and 


were how the Altar be adorn'd with Paintings; 
hemyMand in what Form the Communion-Table 
ome ſhould be laced, and how the Windows 
7 my-*ſhould be painted: When the laſt Prayer was 
e Was reading my Terrors would return, My for- 
, and mal Worſhip ſeem'd plain Mockery of Gop. 
in the I made Promiſes to be more watchful ; and 
„that becauſe my Mind ſhould not wander, I fix'd 
lisfor- my Eyes on the Devouteſt of the Congrega- 
Tope, tion; but here alſo I found them to wander 
iedly as before; and to envy them for being more 
1 for- devout than myſelf. 


* XIV. Finding ſo much Diſſatisfaction in 
Gop all I did, not knowing Sin from Duty, or 
ening Convictions from Temptations, and conſi- 
ther, dering the Prayers of the Wicked were an 
emp- Abomination, J at laſt left off to pray: Scarce 
ed 4% had I done this, but the Devil perſwaded me 
more to ſay in my Heart, There is no GOD; who 
Mi- Gop ? No one ever ſaw him; How can J 
king, ¶ tell If there be a Gop or not; If there were, 
ound B He 
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He would not have ſuffer'd me to endure | | 
much; knowing how religiouſly I have lived | 
from my Youth, Thus I reaſon'd with my- | 
ſelf ill I ſunk deeper and deeper; yet when- 
ever I read the Scripture, my Heart fo wit- 
neſs'd to the Truth, that I could not help 
ſaying, Doubtleſs there is a Gop that judgetb 
the Earth. | | 
XV. The Night was more burdenſome | 
than the Day, I ſtarted at every thing that 
ſtirr'd in the Dark, fancying I ſhou'd ſee Ap- 
paritions in the Corners of the Room, or be- 
hind me, or in my Way; and being conti- ! 
nually afraid of meeting the Devil. Then 
it came ſtrongly to me, F there be no Gop, . 
why am I preſs'd to curſe him? On which 1 
began to pray again, yet almoſt in Deſpair | 
for the Evil I had done; finding his Face | 
was {till againſt me, and his Wrath ready to 
ſwallow me up. I often deſpondingly ſaid, 
O why am I thy Mar? Have IT finned more 
Jan all the Sons of Adam? O that I had ne- 
der been born, or died on the Knees, when I 
hanged yet on my Mother's Breaſt, The more 
I was aſſured of a Divine Ruler by his re- 
pcated Scourges, and the Want of him in my 
Heart, the more Satan preſſed me to believe 
myſelf quite forſaken ; and when I looked up 
toward Heaven, I ſaid, Ab I have no Part 
there! the Gate of that holy City is cloſed to 
very Sinner; and no impure Thing can enter 
therein 


Mr. Jon CEN NICE. 1 5 


e % therein. Alas! what ſhall I do in the Day 
wed , Judgment? How ſhall I meet the Lokv, 
my- hen he ſhall come with ten thouſand of bis 
nen- Saints, and in flaming Fire; but is there nz 
it- Pity with Gop? Muſt T be caſt away from 
p his Eyes! Has the Lok forgotten to be gra- 

2 c:0us ? When no Anſwer was given again I 
3 ceaſed, and thought to bear my Burden, and 
ſeek no more to be releaſed ; ſaying to my- 
elf, All the Days of my appointed Time muſ! 
= wait till my Change come, And mean 
Z while ſuch Clouds cover'd me that I ſtoo:} 
till, and fix'd my heavy Eyes on the Trees, 
"hen Walls, or on the Ground, amazed above 


30D, Meaſure, and often crying with a bitter Cry, 


ch I 3 What muſt Ido to be ſaved! 

ſpair XVI. Among the many idle Contrivances 
Face had of eſcaping, one was to travel by Night 
ly to to Saliſbury Plain; and there ſit, or wander 
ſaid, about without Food 'till I ſhou'd be eaſed of 
more my tedious Life; haveing fix'd on Midnight 
ne- for the Time of my firſt Setting out. I bad 


Adieu to the World with Tears. As I was 
more eating a Bit of Bread (being alone) I ſpake 
re- thus, Iwill now eat no more forever ! T ſhall 
1 my io trouble the Earth no more; I ſhall no more 
lieve /e any of my Acquaintance, or Relations, till 
d up { meet them in Eternity! I then laid me down 
Part as I was, that I might be ready at the Time: 
ed 1% But Gop's Providence ſo ordered, that I a- 
enter OI waked 
erein © B 2 
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waked not 'till late the next Morning; and 

ſo was again diſappointed. _ e 
XVII. If ever I walk'd through Fields 
where Men were Ploughing or Sowing, Sc. 

J uſed to wiſh to be as one of them, and be- 
cauſe they were generally ſinging or whiſtling | 

J judg'd them the moſt happy of all Men. 
Often I have reſolved to fell my Cloaths, 3 
and buy ſuch as was ſuitable, and fo go into 
Hampſhire, and hire myfelf to a Farmer to 

be a Plough-boy ; but becauſe I was afraid of 
being betray'd in my going out of Town, | 
and left I ſhould not learn well to harneſs the 
Horſes, and fo provoke the Men to curſe me 
(which I knew I could not bear) my Deſigns | 
were ſtopp'd: Yet never was I clear from 
ſuch Intentions hardly a Day; for ſtill I pur- 3 
pos'd going a good Way from Home into 
the fartheſt Parts of the Nation, or into 
Wales, and there be content to bear all Hard- 
ſhips, which I thought I cou'd bear better 

if I was where I was not known. I was 
purpos'd not to betray my religious Mind to 
any, nor fo much as ſhew my Birth, or my © 
Thoughts to one Soul, I intended to read | 
the Bible in ſecret, and to pray; but to for- > . 
bear to talk of ſacred Things, leſt any ſhould F : 
know I cou'd read, and my Caſe ſhou'd by | 
any Means come to Light. Such Thoughts 
as theſe made me ſo uneaſy and diſquieted in 
every Place, that I never knew what it was 
to 


od 
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to be in the leaſt contented with whatever 1 
. poſſeſs d. Yea, I could not be thankful for 
any temporal Bleſſings, becauſe I thought 
myſelf ſo unſettled, and becauſe no Bleſſing 
ſatisfy' d my craving Soul, or made me with 
to ſtay behind on the Earth a Day. The 
Shining of the Sun, the Beauty of the Spring, 
the Voice of Singing, the Melody of Birds, 
the Shade of Trees, or the Murmur of Wa- 
ters afforded me now no Pleaſure. No! all 
was ſtrange and dark, and gloomy and deſo- 
= late! All was Vanity and Vexation of Spirit! 
= All the Earth ſeem'd full of Darkneſs, and 
"cruel Habitations : Nor could Meat, Drink, 
or Raiment give me any Comfort; 1 wanted 
= only to know if I had any Part in the Lokp 
Ixsus. 
XVIII. And now a Thought ſometimes 
came, What if I ſbou d be jav'd? It may br © 
| oy Lord is chaſtening me for my Good 
= Nay, ſometimes I heard a Voice as it were 
= * « Gao: Behold thou ſhalt bear my Name 
; A * before much People ; and it ſhall come to 
* paſs that in thy Days many ſhall be added 
4 to the Lok,” To this I myſelf anſwered, 
F $ Lokp, How can I bear thy Name to Others, 
of obo look every Hour to be left myſelf 2 Net- 
ther have I Learning, ner the Underſtanding 
of the Scriptures. Then would it be ſtrongly 
impreſs d upon me, Fear not, I am with thee, 
* and thou ſhalt reſify of me in every Place 
* qobither 
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* whither I ſhall ſend thee, Lo! Twill be a 
Mouth to thee, and thou ſhalt bear my Go.. % 
bel even in the midſt of the Streets, But 
this being then an unheard-of Thing I re- 
| it not, and was ſoon as heavy as be- | 
ore. 

XIX. After I had been thus afflicted, and 
grieved near two Years, the Temptation to | 


think 1 ould never die, or live to a great Ih 


Age, 1o prevail'd upon me, that inſtead of | 
aſking for Mercy, I aſked hourly for Death; 
yea, and deſired to break into Eternity, tho 


at the Hazard of falling into Hell. My con- War 


tinual Prayer was out of Herm. Hugo. 


O LorD my Gor, ſome kind Relief afford, 
Grant ſome kind Poiſon, or ſome friendly Sword; 
The Mercy, Death, is all I Thee implore . 
O grant it ſoon, leſt I Jlaſpheme thy Pour. gt 


Theſe Thoughts I often cheriſh'd by riſing WK 


at Midnight, and looking out at the Win- 
dow, contemplating the Solemnity of the 
Night, and the profound Silence of the Morn- 
ing Watch. If then I heard a Dog bark, 
trembling I anſwer'd, S Gop accounts of Þ 
my op af If T heard the Owl, I thought, WF 

Jam alſo become like an Owl-in the Deſert. | 

XX. When I found any Freedom I read 
in the Scriptures, and-us'd to think the Teſti- 
mony of ChRIST, the Promiſes, Cc. were 
| _  doubtle(; 
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doubtleſs ſweet and precious to Believers, 
and to ſuch as our Saviour loved, but 1 
hought, they are nothing to me, I have no 
Part in them, Yea I generally open'd upon 
uch Places as made moſt againſt me, and 

2m'd to read my utter Condemnation, ſo 
hat often I have been afraid to open the Te- 
ſtament, leſt I ſhould fee more Threatnings 
Shan I had ſeen already; and ſometimes I 
nave thrown down the Book ſpitefully (when 
faw no Comfort there for me) and own'd, 
hat have I to do with thee? and then in 
*anmeaſured Grief look toward Heaven, and 
"Fonder what I was ſpared out of Hell for! 
Many Times J have looked on the Scriptures 

Is very taſteleſs, inſipid, and unpleaſant, and 
1 ought other Books better by far; yet be- 
Micved there were Riches in the Word for 
1 thers who had the Spirit of Gop to under- 
tand it; but to me, all beſide the Law, and 
1 on Judgments, and. the Terrors were like a 
4 Book ſeal'd, ſo that I could not read i it (as 1 
*WMought) to profit by it at all. 

XXI. I remember at one Time every Er- 
# or in Doctrine, or Judgment I heard of ſtag- 
ger'd me, and: made me queſtion if it were 
Hot right, and aſk'd often in my Mind, How 
I know the Roman Catholicks are wrong? 
Ir, How: do I know if the Jews be not in the 
e -ight Way? Or if theſe are not, for all T 
enow the Quakers may. But yet if any came 
; in 
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in my Way, and diſputed for their Errors, I 5 
had always Words from Scripture to gainſay IQ -: 
and withſtand their Arguments: Yea I plead-} 
ed often for thoſe Truths of which I doubted] 
myſelf; and could not help mightily defend- 
ing the Faith of the Church, and of the 


a 
Scripture, though I ſtood in Fear leſt both b 
Re 

8 


ne 


ſhou'd be but Deluſion. D . 
XXII. In theſe Temptations I was, at 
Times, for many Months; and beſide theſe, . 
I had ſuch that I dare not mention, they are 0 
more than many can poſſibly believe, and the 
| writing of them might ſtagger many who Ru 
are weak. Gop, Thou knoweſt my Simplicity, c 
and my Faults are not hid from Thee. 4 
XXIII. As I was yet preſſed down with 
Convictions of Sin, and the Fear of Gop's 
Wrath, and the dreadful Looking for Judg- In. 
ment; Pride in Apparel and Spirit, Luſt, re 
Covetouſneſs and Paſſion ſtill ruled moſt in M. 
my captive Spirit: Againſt theſe I ſtrove by i. 
_ faſting long and often, and pray'd kneeling % 
nine Times a Day; and the Week before 
the Communion I ſpent as much Time as pol- He 
ſible in Works of Mortification and Self-dent- pe 
al, eating only once a Day, viz. in the E- 0 
vening; and from Friday Breakfaſt I eat not n 
till Sunday Neon, when 1 received the pt 
Bread and Wine. Alſo en ſome Days I liv'd MW 
only upon Bread and Water; and when I Wh 
thought that was too good for a N 
| WOu 


| 


ould not eat till the Bread was hard and 
Ir, and at laſt I thought that was too good, 
{| ad then J boil'd and bak'd Potatoes, and eat 
em: Allo I eat Acorns, Leaves of Trees, 
Al rabs, and Graſs; and wiſh'd often heartily - 
* Pat I could bring myſelf to live only upon 
Roots and Herbs. But when I had done all 
n WF hich was in my Power to do, and found no 
Relief, I was convinced Salvation was not of 


at rs. No Alms or Fuſtings, or Prayers, 


©, Ir Matchings could cover my naked Soul 
re rom Almighty Wrath, I hated my Righ- 
ol vers loath'd my Prayers, and could 
"2Tuly ſay, I am unprofitable, and my Righ- 
„  Kouſnels as filthy-Rags : Yea, and amidſt all 
my Works ſuch Terror came upon me as 
Made me ſweat and quake exceedingly. 
XXIV. Yet in all I fuffered I dreaded 
Nurning back into the World more than my 
Preſent Affliction; nay, more than the 
n hougghts of Hell; and was bent to go for- 
ard, and periſh at the Feet of IEsus. Ac- 
5 Fordingly, for his Sake, I now reſolv'd to 
bart with the only Friend I had; having 
4 Neard him openly blaſpheme the Loxp that 
'- Pought him, and deny his Gop: I there- 
-- Wore wholly refrain'd from his Company, 
ot nd in few Days we became Strangers to each 
ae ther. This prov'd a great Trial, but tho 
was often tempted thereto, I durſt never 


zeal the Breach, or renew my a 
. 
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XXV. When we wholly u and ! 
had throw off all Thoughts of being free a- 
gain, the Storm ſo long gathering fell upon 
me; the Arrows of the Almighty ſo pierced 
my Heart that I could not tell if I ſhould bel 
out of Hell a Moment. All the Sins that e- 
ver T had. done were ſet before me; all my 
ſecret Acts of Unoleanneſs, my 7. heft, Lies 
and Evil Words ſtar d me in the Face, and 
cry d continually, Thou art the Man : TH 
art the Soul that haſt rejected Gov, and li 
his Wrath abideth upon thee. O the Tor- 
ment I then endured! I hated every body | 
ſaw, but eſpecially them of my own Houſcle: 
J was diſobedient, and without natural Af. 
fection. I ſaid, Surely Jam reprobate, Gong , 
hath loved every Man but me. Ti 
© XXVI. To this were added Trials of al 
Kinds: My Employment was to meaſur 
Land with a Gentleman of Reading : And 4 
in the Harveſt, and other Times of Leiſure 
I bought Things of ſeveral Sorts, and ſola 
them again Retail. But now all togetheſa 
my Bufineſs. failed, my Friends looked cold 
and Enemies increaſed; if any one ſpoke ti 
me, it was like a Sword cutting my Heart; 
eſpecially if they ſpake ſharply : all my Hope 
even in the preſent Life, was taken aways 
I thought I muſt ſtarve with Hunger here 
and be tormented forever hereafter. Judge 
1 that read what I paſs d through. My 


OWN 
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wn Houſe behaved as though they knew 


> not; and all mine Acquaintance con- 
emn'd me; ſo that I even wiſhed I had ne- 
er enquired after Gop, nor heard of the 
beWalvation of Jesvs. 

e- XXVII. I envied now more than ever 
nyhem who were fallen aſleep in Death: 
Theſe I thought are now at reſt, They 

now Sorrow no more, their Tears are wi | 
way, all their Travail is at an End. If 
ere were Infants or Children where I was, 


pitied their Fate, being born into ſuch a 


y IV orld ; and rejoiced when I heard they were 
1{cWMead. Yea, when ] beheld the State of In- 
Af. , Birds, Beaſts, &c. I withed I was 
on alf ſo happy as them, who, after a ſhort 


Fife, remain in Silence. 

XZ XXVIII. Quite forlorn and deſtitute, 
Inding Prayers, and Tears, and Cries in 
in, about the Beginning of Auguſt 1737, 
began to reſign myſelf, in the midſt of my 


ſolo Piſtreſs, to the wiſe Diſpoſal of Gop. I 
hel gave up my Deſires, my Will, and my Re- 
old Mains of Hope; being content to go down 
tu p Hell (as Gop ſhould pleaſe) either in 
rt Fife or Death. I found I was willing upon 
pe ny Terms to be ſaved, but was convinc'd 
rays onerved Hell, and fo bow'd to the Juſtice 

Wt Gop. | | | 


XXX. I waited many Hours filently up- 
In Gop, and if I broke Silence, cried unto 
Jesvs, 
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Irsus, to remember His Blood, and Tear: 
and Sufferings; and if there was Room foi 
me in his Favour to reveal it to me. I nd 
more ſaid, LoxD remember how innocent 
have lived; nor thanked Him becauſe I dc 
better than another; but pleaded the great) 
Oblation and Sacrifice of CuR1sT Crucify'd 3 
I intreated Mercy for His fake alone, I kney! 
my Guilt, and was dumb before my Gop ; 
often repeating theſe Words of Eli, I 7s tl. 
Lorp, let Him do what ſeemeth Him good. 
XXX. I was till bent to go into ſome 
ſolitary Place, that I might there find the 
Happineſs of waiting on Gop. Tho' I had 
often before been hindred, I reſolved to try 
once more, and f.ed for it, the 7th Day o 
September 1737. I paid every One to whom 
F owed any Thing, intending to take a Bi- 
ble and Common Prayer Book, with Hugo 
Emblems ; and prayed my Journey might 
be proſperous. As I lay awake on the th 
ay, ſtrange Heavineſs came upon me, and 
when I aroſe it continued. My Mind was 
full of Fear and Trouble, and I was, I think : 
more dejected than ever; I purpoſed not- 
withſtanding to be gone before the next Sun- 
riſing. While I was fitting and reflecting |? 
thereon, the Saints Bell rang at St. Laurences 
Church for Prayers. At firſt I was carelets 
about going, but after conſidering what the 
People would fay, and what they ws 
| think 
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think if I miſsd Church when I was in 
Town ; and that it might ſtagger ſome, fear- 
ing 1 was negligent, or gone back; I con- 
cluded in my own Breaſt to go. 
I was riſen up, I again thought, 7 ball be 

f about this Time To-morrow, 
and I may as well forbear to go now.; it ts 
but once, and there is no Good there for me, 
I may. as well keep my Place, and be content. 
I fat down again, but was fo uneafy, that. I 


vas obliged to get up and go. I went out 
like fome Outcaft into a Foreign Land; my 
Heart was ready to burſt. My Soul at the 
Brink of Hell, above Meaſure diſconſolate 
and heavy. Had any met me, my Counte- 
01M nance would have betray'd me, as well as 
low Voice and Tears. When J had-enter'd 


the Church, and fallen on my Knees, I be- 
gan murmuring (as I did often) becauſe my 


LCroſs ſeemed more heavy than ever was laid 
)t1F on any one beſide; and how untroubled all 
che Children of Gop paſs'd to Heaven, and 
as how*full of Terror I muſt go down to Hell! 
and I was as if the Sword of the LORD was 
dividing aſunder my Joints, and Marrow, my 
Hul and Spirit; till near the End of the 
Palms, when theſe Words were read; Great 
are the Troubles of the Righteous, but the 


Lok p Jelivereth him out of them all! And he 
that putteth his Truſt in Gon (ſhall not be 
de/titute.: I had juſt room. to think, g 
1 C 


C7! 


And when 


"haſt made my Hill fo ſtrong! But it was nit 
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can be more deſti tute than me? when I wa 
overwhelmed with Joy, and I believed there. 
was Mercy. My Heart danced for Joy, and N 
my dying Soul reviv'd! I heard the Voice of! 
Jzsvs ſaying, I am thy Saloation. I no more E 
groaned under the Weight of Sin. The 
Fears of Hell was taken away, and being ſen- 
ſible that CHRIST loved me, and died for 
me, IJrejoiced in Gop my SAVIOUR, | 

XXXI. This Toy and Peace in believing, 
filled me about three or four Hours; and 18 
began to vow everlaſting Obedience, and how 
faithfully I would ſtand for the Lo all the? 
Days of my Life. In this my Proſperity [| 5 
ſaid, T fhall never be moved. Thou LORD 


long before He hid 2 1s Face, and I was ro. 
Blea. Satan was ſuffered to buffet me vio- 
lently, and to ſuggeſt, I here is now thy| 
Gop? How do I know but this is Deluſion? 
May it not be the Lo RD has ſhew'd me this) 
as an Aggravation to my Torment, when I. 
em caſt away! My Horrors were to great, 
that 1 fweated, pray'd, and cry'd aloud for 
Mercy! And when I ſaw no Help, I draniy 
the Cup which my F. al ber had given me; and 
J ſaid (ſubmitting myſelf to His righteous | 
Will) F tbe Lord is pleaſed to caſt me of | 
Jam content; 1 would willingly ſit down with 
the Saints in the Kingdom: But God's Mil 


be done. 
XX XII, 


XXXII. About three Days after I was ſit- 
ing thoughtful in an inner Room, and in 
the Multitude of my Temptations, I ima- 
Ieined that the dull Weather might add to 
my Grief; ſcarce had I thus thought e're 
the Sun (which had not ſhone for ſome 
Time) ſhin'd beautifully from the Clouds; 
and the Voice of Gop witneſs'd at that In- 
of ſtant : * Thus ſhall the Sun of Righteouſneſs a- 
wi riſe on thee.” 1 believed the Promiſe, and 
found the Love of Gop again ſhed abroad in 
he my Heart; I faw clearly the Will of the 
Losp in calling me through much Tribula- 
tion; and I faid gladly, It 7s good for me that 
3X7 have been in Trouble. | 
= XXXIII. I felt great and ſettled Peace daily 
from this Time, and whenever I found 
W 1 ecmptations I pray'd, and knew alway that 
2 Scripture true, Gop vil hear them ſpeedily, 
„ 20 cry Day and Night unto Him, When 
71 [ laid me down in Bed, I laid as in the E- 

Nverlaſting Arms; and when I roſe in the 


it... 

i Morning the Lok p was preſent, and often 
„ my Lips have been uttering Words of Pray- 
4 er, before I well knew whether I was ſleep- 


ing or waking. Clouds, indeed, often paſſ- 
7 ed over my Mind, yet at Times I had fo 
clear Communion with JEsus, that I have 
5 ſpent the Day, and forgot how the Time 
paſſed away, and could no more doubt of His 
Preſence in my Heart, than of the ſhining of 
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own Family ; but all the Diſſatisfaction, or 
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the Sun when I beheld him. in his Strength ; | 
Gop bearing Witneſs often with the . =” 
ſes of the Goſpel in my Spirit ſaying, I have 
loved thee with an everlaſting Love, and] 
will never leave thee, nor forſake thee : ; only 
my Bliſs was not abiding, J reſted not in the F- 
full Participation of Jesv's Love: But as a 
Cordial was it given to my Soul when I was 
weary, and cried for Reſt in my Pilgrimage; 
or, after the Tempter was . 8 from 
me; or, in the Trials which I had from my 


Coldneſs which came from them, only ſerv'd 1 
to wean me more and more from the World, * 
and the Things of the World. O that 1 3 
may never love Father or Mother, or Houſe, 
or Land more than Thee! 4 

XXXIV. About the latter End of the 
Year 1738, one lent me a Part of Mr. 
Whitefield's Journal, to whom I was then a 
Stranger, and much againſt my Will I read 
it; for 1 fear'd to read any Books fave the 
Bible, and Hugo's Emblems. But when I% 
read the Place where he mentions the Wo- 4 
man, who had been in the Pangs of the Neu 
5 Birth, my Heart cleav'd to him; believing, 
him not unacquainted with that bitter Cup, 
the Dregs of which I had long been drinking 
T laid down the Book and went ſtraitway in- 
to an Upper Chamber to pray, if by any 

Means 
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eans Gop would permit me to come to the 
Knowledge of this Man. When I was on 


a 


7 Iny Knees | prayed, and ſaid, O LORD 
y F/ESUS, who knoweſt well the Sorrow of 
> hy troubled Spirit; Who alone canſt give me 
a & Companion in my Way to Thee; Permit me 
ic go be intimate with this Thy Servant, now 
„ Went forth to preach Thy Goſpel in other 
© Lands. Incline him to floop to hear me, and 


Fo /eak bumbly to me; and ſo join us together, 
rat together we may be accounted worthy to 
eſt in the Kingdom of G O D for ever! Be- 
Fore I roſe up the Lord anſwer'd me: yea, 
While I was ſpeaking, Gop ſhew'd me how 
2 ſhould be converſant with him, and be be- 
Poved by him; I verily believed this, and re- 
Piced, when I thought the Day would ſoon 
Pring it to pals. 
I XXXY. Soon after I was invited to a 
d Pentlewoman's to Supper, where were pre- 
de Went her Son, and another young Gentleman 
| From Oxford; in the Evening I was aſk'd to 
play at Cards; I wav'd it, and defir'd to be 


* xcus d, being ſo afraid of Snares that I trem- 
| 9 pled at them. I was till urg'd becauſe there 
b, Pas no Harm in it, and I as often refuſed, 
m2 F Wing T believed at beſt it 1045 miſpending 
n- pe Time. Then the young Gentleman an- 
ny wer'd. * There is Juſt ſach a flupid, reli- 
nel $7245 Fellow in Oxford; One Kinchin, 


*wwhoſe Brother is of our College, and was 
C 3 | * once 
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once as fooliſh as he; but is much otheravi/i| 


not.“ The News fo rejoiced my Heart, 


that from that Day I was not at Reſt till! 
ſhould fee him. My Mouth was full of 
Thankſgiving and Praiſes, that I was not? 
left in a wide World alone; but had now! 
the Hope of having a Companion. This wa 
all the Character I had of him, and in the? 


midſt of my Joy at theſe ** I forgot 
his Name ; but remembring he 


Company on this Side Paradi/e. 


Wich this Hope on a wet Monday after 
the Morning Service at St. Mary's Reading, 
began my Journey to Oxford: The Ene- 
my was not wanting to perſuade me to re- 
turn back; and eſpecially when I was within} 
Sight of the City, aſking What am I going 
for ? To ſeek an unknown Perſon, not knowl 
ins bis Name, nor his College? What ⁊bbu, 
the World jay if they knew my Errand? Atl 
the Brow of the Hill, three or four Miles on 
this Side, I ſtood and pray d thus: O LoRD 
G0 of Iſrael, h didſt direct the Servant 
* of Abraham, 7o find a Wife for bis Maſter! 


* aac, when he ſought her in a ſtrange Coun- 
try; direct me, I pray Thee, that I may 
nd out this Man; and make my Way proj- 


<#erous. to thy Glory, and let his Heart be 


* 2her: to ſpeak kindly to me for Thy ſake.” 


Voc 


ad a Bro- 
ther in Trinity College with mine Acquaint- 
ance, I deſpaired not of being happy in his 


ww 


— 
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© When I ceaſed, the Tempter departed from 


me for a Seaſon, and I went on my Wa 
through much Rain and Wind, till I came 


wet to my Skin into St. Clement's in the 
Evening; and there my Lodgings was fo - 
cold and hard, that I was almoft in as bad 
Ja Condition as if I had lain in the Street. I 
h:Y roſe early, and feeling the Air exceſſive 
J ſharp, could ſcarce help wiſhing I had ſtaid 
at Home: and indeed, thought of returning 


without ſeeking any farther. But while I 


WJ thought on theſe Things the Lok gave me 
Courage to go on, and in His Name I went 
out to Trinity College; and having found my 
Acquaintance, I deſir'd him to mention the 
Names of all the Scholars and Commoners 
Jof his College: He began, and ſoon named 
= Kinchin, When 1 anſwered that is the 
Name; he ſaid He has a Brother à Metho- 
--M diſt, 2 Fellow of Corpus Chriſti College: I 
then took my Leave of Him, and went to 
{ce what the Loxp would do with me. 1 
oon found the College, but Mr. Kinchin was 
from Home; yet conſidering it might not be 
long e're he return'd, I waited in the Cloi- 
"WF {ters of the College, and in the New Build- 


ings, till cold, weary, and hungry. After 
8 in the Evening I return'd back to my un- 
comfortable Lodging. In 'the Morning I 


was again tempted to go Home without 
ſeeking any farther ; but conſidering it was 
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not far out of my Way I yet reſolved to try | 
once more, After I had prayed for Proſpe- 
rity I went on, and when 1 came to Mr. 
Kinchin's Room found him juſt going out to 
Breakfaſt. I aſked him if his Name was 
Kinchin? He told me Yes, I ſaid, Sir, I. 
beard you was deſpiſed on the ſame Account 
with me; and ſhould be glad to ſpeak toith you 
a Quarter of an Hour. He then ſpake kind- 
ly unto. me, and having bidden me to come 
in, aſked me if I would join in Prayer with 
him? I told him with all my Heart; when 
he prayed Gop to bleſs my Coming, and to 
prepare the Words which ſhould be ſpoken 
to His own Glory. After Prayer I talked i 
with him ſome time, yet afraid to mention 
my Temptations and Trials, leaſt he ſhould 
think them incredible. He aſked me if 1 
would go to Breakfaſt with him in Bear-| 
lane, to which I conſented; and as ſoon as} 
Breakfaſt was ended, he deſired I would ſtays 
while he went to viſit a ſick Perſon, and he 
would return. I then began to fall into 
Diſcourſe with the Woman (at whoſe Houſe 
we were) to whom I told much of my Ex- 
perience ; after which ſhe related ſomewhat 
of her own, not unlike mine, ſhe aſked nic} 
if I told Mr. Kinchin this, and earneſtly preſ- 
ſed me to do it. Preſently came Mr. Kin- 
chin with two other Gownſmen, before 

whom I ſpake of the LoRp's Dealing with 


me; 


* 
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e; and alſo before a little Society, who re- 
Iced greatly, and bleſſed Gop that he had, 
Jus far directed me. | | 
r. Y XXXVI. By this Means I got acquainted 
to ich many of the Lord's People; among 
25 hom were Mr. John and Charles Weſley. 
Ir. Hutchins, and Mr. Whitefield; in all 
1: hich I faw the Hand of the Log clearly; 
0 pecially in my being intimate with the lat- 
Ir, which was after this Way. I heard of 
being come to London, and becauſe he 
Would not be gone, I ſet out from Reading 
che Duſk of the Evening, and walked all 
to Might; I enquired for him at Mr. Hutton's 
en lf 7emple-Bar early in the Morning: They 
ed id me he would be there at Eight of the 
lock, and about that Time I met my dear 
rother, and fell on his Neck, and kiſſed 
im. I ſtayed with him ſeveral Days, and 
r Communion was ſweet continually. 
WV hen I purpoſed returning, I told him I 
Jad a Mind to viſit the Brethren at Bri/ol. 
e told me, Mr. John Weſley was going to 
Mild a School in Kingſwood, for the Uſe of 
he Colliers Children, and aſked me, if I 
X. Fas willing to be one of the Maſters there. 
al he Thing ſeem'd to be of Gov, and I was 
1c Wbedient ; and having took my Leave of him 
„came to Reading, which lay in my Road 
p Briſtol. On Whitmonday, June 11, 
ez, I ſet out from thence on Foot with 
| one 
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one of the Brethren of London; and tho' we 
were ſtayed by the Rains, and the bad 
Roads, yet we reached to Sandy-lane the firſt 
Night ; the People of the Place were in Bed 
before we came; the Inns as well as private 
Houſes refuſing us Room, we lay down in 


an old Stable in a Yard. The cold Wind 
which blew all Night, and our Want of 
Victuals, made us go forward early to the 
next Place, and about the Cloſe of Twue/do MM. 
we got ſafe into Briftol, . 
XXX VII. The Brethren received us as 
became Chriſtians, and after the Society was 
ended at Baldwin-ftreet, with ſeveral Others 
we went to Mr. J/efley's Chamber, who was 
that Morning gone for London, being ſent for 
in haſte, I here ſpent my Time (having e- 
very Thing provided for me by thoſe whom 
he had defired to receive me as his own felt ) 
till Thur/day (as far as J had Power) in wait- 
ing upon Gop; when I was asked by ſome 
to go to King ſivood, to hear a young Man 
read a Sermon to the Colliers, I readily con-. 
ſented, having been deſirous to ſee the Peo- 
ple of that Place of a long Time. 
XXXVIII. When we were come to the 
Place (which was under a Sycamore Tree near 
the intended School) we waited ſome time a- 
mong the Colliers, who were ſeriouſly attend- 
ing round the Tree, in Number about four 
or five hundred, till the young Man ſhould 
c COINE, 
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dome. But while he delayed beyond the 


inted Time, a Gentlewoman of St. 
bilip's-Plain, and a young Man who came 
ich us, deſired me either to read a Sermon, 

r expound a Chapter. I had no Power to 
fuſe or gainſay, and though I was natural- 
7 fearful of ſpeaking before Company, ha- 
ing never done ſuch a Thing as this; yet fo 
uch was I preſſed in Spirit to teſtify the 
alvation of Jesus to the People, that I fell 
n my Knees, and beſought the LokD to be 
ith me in the Work, and prevent me if His 

ajeſty was offended. 

XXXIX. Scarce had we ended Prayer 
hen the young Man came who was to read ; 
nd though he was urg'd to begin by many 
riends, yet he would not conſent, but in- 
reated me (if I was inclined) to expound. 
et after all this I was afraid, leſt the Loxp 
hould not teach me what to ſay. Again I 
rayed, and finding great Freedom I then 
arried no longer, but roſe up, . and went to 
ie Congregation, the Loxp bearing Witneſs 
vith my Word, inſomuch that many believed 
n that Hour. 

XL. On Friday I again expounded a Part 
f St. James's Epiſtle at White-H1ll, about 
Mile diſtant from the School, where many 
dehaved in the moſt devout Way I ever had 
en. Tears fell from many Eyes. And 
vhen we had joined in linging an Hymn we 
parted ; 
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ed; and were brought on our Way Home 

| ke of the Colliers | , Rar 
- XLI. On Sunday, Fune 17. I expound 
again under the PAs Tres the k Cha 
ter of St. Jobn's Goſpel; and in the AﬀtM 
noon I diſcourſed to about four Thouſand . 
The Day of Judgment from the 13th of 
Mark: Here alſo the Power of 'Gop wil 
preſent, and his Word did not fall to t 
Ground. ; 

XLII. Thus J continued expounding a 
preaching to the Colliers, and to their Ch 
dren, and ſometimes in the Societies in B 
ol, eſpecially. at one in Nzcholas-ſtreet, t 
Mr. Weſley returned from London, who (. 
tho” he was defired by many to forbid mi 
rather encouraged me, and ofter took ſao: 
Council together with me, as Friends, IT 
Part of my Life through the Joy I found 
my firſt Love, and the Union which was 
mong the Brethren, ſeemed to he the mo 
Happy of all; while the 'flouriſhing State 
the Societies feemed to preſage ſome gloria! 
Days at Hand, in which T thought, I / 

fee greater Things than theſe. 
XIII. After fome Time Mr. Cha. V/. 
tey came into 'Briffol, and then I went to lin 
Aicher at King ſwood atnong the Collien 
and fcarce ever came to By io unleſs to ſu; 
ply Mr. Weſley's Place there while he we. 
to London, or into any other Town to preach. 


Wh 
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ear 1740, we enjoy'd ſweet Peace, and had 
any remarkable Meetings at the School, at 
lendleſbire, Syſon, Bridget, Hambrook, Tock- 
gton, Elverton, Weſterleigh, alſo at Han- 
am, and on the Cawſey. At ſome of theſe 
Places GoD hath often appeared wonderful, 
oth in ſhedding abroad his Love in the 
earts of the People by the ahi Ghoſt, and 
Iſo in awakening Souls, and calling them to 
ck him. Neither do I remember any Time 


thoſe Days when GOD was not pleaſed to 
leſs our Aſſemblies abundantly. 


10 XLIV. About Chriſtmas 1740, a Diffe- 
I 'Wence in Dectrines broke out between Mr. 
In %, and Me, they believed and taught 
1 Wavy Things which I thought was not ac- 


ording to the Goſpel, neither to mine own 
:xperience; and in agFery little Time while 
was preaching in ſeveral Parts of Willſbire, 
r. John Weſley took the entire Poſſeſſion of 
ung wood School, and I was forbad to preach 
here any more, neither from that Time did 
And not long after when JI and ſome of 
Wc Colliers had met apart to conſider on 

heſe Things, and to lay them before the 
LoRD, the reſt of the Society who held Mr. 
efley's Doctrines were ſo offended that they 
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Vhile I preached conſtant at King wood in 
De Year of our SAviouk 1739, and in the 


ould not let Mr. Weſley reſt, till he openly; 


11 put me, and thoſe few who believed my 


— eine 1 nn ms - . = 


38 The Lies of 


Word, out of the Society; though I believe 
againſt his Will. 

XLV. When we were ſeparated we were 
in Number 12 Men and 12 Women, and ha- 
ving a Houſe juſt by where.we had the Li- 
berty to meet, we ſat down and wept, and 
cried to the Lok D, becauſe we believed a 
Breach was made that Day in 1/-ae/. Here 
we afterward enjoyed many ſweet and preci- 
ous Seaſons of divine Power. Our SAvi1ouR 
often was pleaſed to be preſent with us, and 
in a ſhort Time ſo increaſed our Company, 
that we were about an 120; and in theſe 


Days many Villages in Miltſbire receiv'd the 


Word gladly, ſuch as Caſtle-Cumb, Foxham, 
_ Clack, Linebam, Brinkworth, Dancy, Sut- 
fon, Segery, Sommerford, &c. where the 
Differences never once were known till Mr. 
Whitefield came over from America, and 
join'd with the Brethren and with me; nei- 
ther after they knew it did it make any flir 
(as it were) in all that Country; fo graciouſ- 
ly did our Saviour deal by them, and by 
me. 


XLVI. Not long after Mr. / bitefied Nn 


came into England, a Tabernacle was built to 
preach in, near Moorfields, and while he 
went into the Country, I went firſt to Len- 
don to preach, and began to find Favour in 
the Eyes of the People more and more; at 
which Time Mr, Harris, and Mr. Him- 
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pbreyt ly join'd with us, as did a little before Mr. 

[dams of Hampton in Glouceflerſpire. All theſe were Preach- 
rs. In ſo little a Time, How hath the Lord gathered and 
jncreaſed his People O my Cob, Jet me never forget what 
hou haſt done for me, and how Thou haſt had Compaſſion wpon 
, and from many Troubles haſt at laſl brought me out into a 
Wealthy Place. 

XLVII. On the 14th Day of uu 1739, the Burden of 
he Lon came upon me, and I began to open my Mouth 
a Wo teſtify of J=svs CurrsT, and according to his Word he 
as been with me, and become a Mouth to me; and thro' 
us Abundant Love has kept me from all Doubts, and 
1- WF cars, and Murmurings touching my Faith in the Blood of 
7; {We Lamb, and my good Hope in him; and in a ſettled 

Peace paſling all Underſtanding. I now wait till the Lozy 
10 zsvs, my Maſter ſhall call me from his Vineyard to fit 

„on in his everiaſting Sabbath. And of this I am well 
e {<{uaded, that when 1 have done the Work for which I am 
; ent, 1 ſhall be no more a Stranger upon the Earth, but ſhall 
he. caught up to Abraham's Boſom, and be a Fellow - citizen 
N, ch the Saints in the Kingdom of my Father, and in the 
5 and of Cangan, and in the new Jeruſalem ſhall I reign for 
er and ever! Amen. 


he. 5 
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nd Thus jar hath Gop help'd me. 

ei- | 

Ur E LL may I ſay, my Life has been 


One Scene of Sorrow, and of Sin : 
rom early Days 1 Griefs have known, 
Ind as I grew my Griefs have grown. 

2. Dangers were always in my Path, 
nd Fears of Death, and endleſs Wrath : 
nue pale Dejection in me reign'd, 
to often wept, by Griefs conſtrain' d. 
| 3. When parted from my Company, 

he pr when I laid my Pleaſures by, 
-o hath uncommon Dread prevail'd ! 
in nd Sighs no more wou'd be conceal'd. 
| 4. I often to divert me ſtrove, 

al ad try'd my Trouble to remove: 

/11-M ng: and utter'd Sighs between, 
ſay d to ſliſle Guilt with Sin. 
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5. But Oh! not all that I could do 
Wou'd ſtop the Current of my Woe: 
Convictions ſtill my Vileneſs ſhow'd ! 
How uu my Guilt! how gone from Gov! 
6. Prevented that I cou'd not die, 
Nor might to one kind Refuge fly ; 
Juſt like the Orphan did I mourn, 
Forſook by all, and left forlorn, 
7. Tho' every Day I wail'd my Fall, 
Three Years of Grief exceeded all 
No Reſt I knew ! a Slave to Sin ! 
With ſcarce a Spark of Hope between! 
8. From ev'ry mortal eyelid veil'd 
My Heart I kept, my Grief conceal'd 
Till eighteen tedious Years were 0'er 
In ſecret all my Croſs I bore. 
9. To none but the Omniſcient Eye! 
Would I unlock my Miſery : 
Nor even to my Friends impart, 
The cloſe Diſtemper of my Heart. 
10. The World beheld my chearſul Mein 
(Nor | hugs my Woe to all unſeen) 
They by appearance judg'd ; nor knew 
The Troubles that I waded thro”. 
11. Luſt, Anger, Blaſphemy, and Pride, 
With Legions of ſuch Ills beſide, 
Troubled my Thoughts ; while Doubts, and Fears, 
Clouded, and dark'ned all my Years. 
12. Quite tir'd at laſt I ſat me down 
Some diſtance from my native Town, 
Yet within Sight ; near where the Thames 
Glides ſilent by in fruitful Streams. 
13. Sighs now no more would be confin'd, 
They breath'd the Trouble of my Mind : 
I wiſh'd for Death! and check'd the Word, 
And pray'd deſpairing for the Loxp! my. 
14. Unhappy more than all on Earth 
I thought the Place that gave me Birth: 
Sadneſs, and ſtrangeſt Thoughts me fill'd 


As I it's ragged * Walls beheld. | ws 
15. Much like the Buildings I appear'd: : 5 
Greatly demoliſh'd, yet twas ſpar d :- N s 


* The Abbey Walls. 
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One for its ancient Worth and Fame, 
gut O! My antient Boaſt was Shame. 
16, Why I was ſpar'd (fo nigh to Hell:) 
Pov only knew! I could not tel: 
Hut thought---ſuch as is yonder Wall, 
| ſtand decaying ſince the Fall, 
17. Shou'd that be razed to the Ground, 
Its happy End wou'd there be found 
d But I (when driven hence) muſt be 
WCondemn'd to all Eternity. 
18. Cloſe by the Hill (my ſeat) there ſtood 
he Ruins of a noted Wood: 
Among whole Trees, beneath whoſe Shade, 
The Birds their Habitation made. 
19. While I was muſing nigh Deſpair, 
hey ſung----and I a While gave Ear, 
Neſlecting midſt their Harmony, 
low bleſt are every one but me 
20. No care of future Life, or Woe, 
or Grief, nor Sin, they ever know : 
When Death declares their Deſtiny, 
Un Silence they ſhall ever lie. 
S 21. Thus all Things added to my Pain, 
And ſtill compell'd me to complain: 
Trin fable Clouds began to riſe, 
And gather in the Eaſtern Skies. 
22. Call'd now to bid the Fields adieu, 
I roſe oppreſt and heavy too: 
Wiches for Reſt employ'd my Tongue, 
Put O! my Journey yet was 4 7 
23. Home to my Houle unhelp'd I went, 
Bewailing ſtill my Baniſhment ; 
The Houſe alas] no Reſt cou'd yield, 
Still comfortleſs as was the Field. 
24. Weary with Travail yet unktiown 
To all but Gop and me alone : 
Vet nine long Months for Peace I ſtrove, 
A Stranger ſtill to Eaſe and Love. 
25. Hard'ned in Grief, inur'd to Woe, | 
Tram'd up in Fears and Perils too: 
I faid, It ever thus muſt be, 
oo Lats is permitted me. 
26. Hard Hap! and more than heavy Lot, 
Litrang'd from Peace, by Goo forgot: 
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That 
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"That I mult beat Se 
11 , . 
reltlin v 4 
Gat har Ray tay Fae: 4 * FR 
\ Then ge L up my Works and Will, 
© Rel d to ſhare in Heaven or Hell. | 
| Like ſome poor Pris'ner at the Bar! 
| Conſcious of Guflt, of Sin and Fear; 
d, and ſelf. condemn'd I ſtood, 
. the World, and in my Blood ! 
9. Vet here midſt blackeſt Clouds confin'd, 
A Bam from Cunts r the Day. Star fin d: 
dureh thought I, If Jesvs pleaſe, 
ely 77 restore me gy 7 
0. He ch for Sinners 1 am one 
* py af; atone ; © 
Thy Jam nothing elſe but Sin, 
{if be will) can make me clean ! 
"ed Thus Light came in, and | believ'd! 
Myſelf forgot, and help receiv'd! 
My Saviour then I know I found! 


dar. eſs d by Guilt no more I groan'd. 
ms 0 happy Hour! in which I ceas'd 


From Man; for then I found a Reſt! 
No longer was my Lok unknown ! 
Thy Light, © Jxsus, in me ſhone ! 

33, 1 ign'rant of thy Righteouſneſs, 
Set up wy I. aboufs in its Place : 
Forgot for why thy Blood was ſhed, 

And pray d, and faſted in its ſtead. 

34. Bleſs'd he thy Name, for now if know 
T and my Works can nothing do : 

The Loan alone can ranſom Man, 
For this the Spotleſs Lams was flain, 

35. When Sacrihces, Works, anck Pray 'r, 
Proy'd vain, and ineffectual were, 

Je! then I come, the Saviour cry'd, 
And bleeding bow*d his Head, and dy'd! 

36, He dy'd for All whoever ſaw 4%. Tag, 
No help in them, nor by the Law: 25 
I this have ſeen; and glad Town, . 

* Salvation n by CnRIsT alone! 


